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Dear Friends of Casa, 
 
I am addressing you for the first time in my new role as Executive Director of Casa 
Angelica.  I am happy to be part of such a great team and to be able to communicate 
with you. 
 
When I was a novice with the Canossian Daughters of Charity in Italy, I heard about 
the children of Casa Angelica.  The Sisters in Albuquerque, NM had just opened the 
“Home” and as novices, we were all excited, as it was a new ministry for us as 
Canossians.  I knew we had a school for the blind and for the hearing impaired, but a 
real home for children with profound intellectual disabilities was new to us and we 
wanted to really support this Ministry. 
 
After my first vows, I was sent to Argentina, years later to Mexico and now here I am 
in the United States.  I am very grateful for what these experiences afforded me, and 
for the possibility of appreciating the beauty of diversity.  The Lord planned this time 
for me to be part of this Project, to live within this reality, which every day is more 
complex, more professional and more committed. 
 
I am getting to know, little by little the children and young people of Casa, the Core 
Team and the Staff, as well as meeting some of the Casa Angelica Auxiliaries who 
help make it possible to continue this work, which takes on an even deeper meaning. 
 
In the current consumer society and amidst a throwaway culture, Casa Angelica is a 
lighthouse that radiates light and illuminates the entire city of Albuquerque and also 
the State of New Mexico.  We cannot imagine the positive impact that we bring to the 
world through taking care of these young people who require a lot of love and a high 
level of professionalism so that they can enjoy the greatest gift we all received: life! 
 
Our mission is to care for the dignity and the personality of each one, to promote the 
best quality of life and their full insertion in society.  “...This is what God 
wills:...break every yoke, to share your bread with the hungry, shelter the homeless 
poor and not turn from your own kin” (Is. 56:6-8) 
 
Not only are we not to turn from our own kin, but we must also welcome those who 
are from other families so that they can enjoy a better life according to their 
possibility.  This will fulfill the promise of the Lord:  “Then your light will shine like 
the dawn.  Your integrity will go before you, and the glory of God behind you.  Cry 
and God will answer.  Call, and He will say “I am here”. 
 
Thank you very much for your generosity and for the support you give us in this great 
and beautiful  mission.  I take this opportunity to invite you to participate in a 
BENEFIT GALA SUPPORTING THE CANOSSIAN MINISTRY CASA 
ANGELICA at the Sandia Resort on Friday, September 7, 2018 at 6:00 pm.   
 
St. Magdalene intercedes for you.  May the Lord bless each and every one of you and 
your families today and forever. 
 
 
 
Sister Anna Maria Serafini, FdCC 
Executive Director                     
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This summer we will be traveling back in time to the 1950’s and then onto the 

1960’s, 1970’s & 1980’s.  From poodle skirts and a Sock Hop Dance, to a Drive-in 

Movie and a Sit-In with Tie Dye T-Shirts and scarves, we will travel back and share 

memories of Time Past with our children and young adults. 

We plan to go to the mountains for a picnic, along with a day trip to Santa Fe with a 

tour of the Opera House, followed by lunch.  Isotopes Games along with visits to the  

Museums will keep us busy.  Our summer is filled with fun activities and exciting 

outings for all to enjoy! 

Throughout our time travel, our Canossian Sisters that are enjoying retirement 

spending special moments with our children and young adults.  Sister Felicity and 

Sarah have become “best buddies”,  Sister       

Josephine and Ronnie enjoy their heart-to-heart 

talks, and Quin’s eyes light up when he hears  

Sister Natalia’s voice.   

Special thanks to our Sisters  

for brightening our days! 

Casa Angelica is blessed once again to be the recipient of a large donation from the Casa Angelica Auxiliary.  

This years donation will be used for a new Communication program: LAMP (Language Acquisition through 

Motor Planning).  Words for Life is a full English vocabulary and alternative communication language app 

that combines the power of a language system with LAMP principles and strategies.  LAMP is a therapeutic 

approach based on neurological and motor learning.  Our therapists will begin with assessing each child and 

young adult to determine if the LAMP program is best suited for them and will then assess other switches to 

enhance each persons communication. 

The Casa Angelica Foundation has also given Casa Angelica a grant that will repair the roof and rain gutters in 

our Day Program, along with replacing the windows and screens for the Day Program.   

We extend our appreciation to the wonderful individuals who work so diligently year after year to support the 

Canossian Sisters Ministry of serving Those in Greatest Need. 

Thank you! 

Louise Turner, RN 
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We celebrated Quin’s graduation prom by having a tailgate party.  The gardens were decorated in blue, silver 

& white to represent Quin’s favorite team, the Dallas Cowboys (Uncle Daryl’s favorite also).  The dining area 

was decorated in red and black for the Rio Grande Ravens. 

 

Quin’s family and friends were all dressed up for the celebration in 

their football jerseys.  We had the Cowboys, the Broncos, the Giants, 

the Bears and the Steelers.  Sandra was grilling the burgers and 

hotdogs.  There was a “Stadium” of food built by Rose and Rachel, 

food was a-plenty this day. 

 

The young men played basketball, 

while others danced to the music.  

We had our photographers, Adrian and Vanessa taking pictures of every-

one.  Pictures were taken of Quin with Uncle Daryl and Auntie Denelda 

with a homemade, life size Dallas theme frame and Raven’s frame. 

 

There was a lot of friendly chatter and many congratulations for our 

graduate.  Quin had a very good day.  He is excited to put school behind 

and start his new journey in the Day Program, Casa’s very own “Art 

from the Heart”. 

 

Socorro Armstead 

Our Gang Family Coordinator 

 



My name is Christina, but everyone knows me by my nickname, C.J. I am 29 

years old. I love people and I am always interested in making new friends. I 

have an infectious laugh, so I tend to brighten the days of everyone around 

me. I work at ‘Art From the Heart’ during the week, creating interesting art 

pieces using all different types of equipment and adaptive switches. I use a 

gait trainer to walk all around Casa Angelica, and when I see a long hallway 

staff have to jog to keep up with me. I also love spending time with my dad, 

Joe, and watching movies- especially movies about horses!  

Our Gang Family  
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My name is Jesse, and I am in the 9th grade. When I moved to Casa a couple 

of years ago, I had all the staff wrapped around my little finger in about half 

a day. I am a very charming guy, and I use vocalizations to express myself 

quite well. I can also wheel myself in my wheelchair to wherever I want to 

go, which means you never know quite where you’ll find me when you visit 

Casa. One of my favorite activities is taking walks, making sure to stop by 

the staff breakroom where I can usually convince someone to share their 

meal with me. I also enjoy swimming and going on outings to different 

places all around town. 

My name is Sophia, and I am 24 years old. I work at Casa Angelica’s ‘Art 

From the Heart.’ I understand both Spanish and English. I love listening 

to New Mexican music, and there isn’t a Selena song I don’t know by 

heart. I wear bells on my wrist which I ring when I have something I 

want to say. I love talking to my mom on the phone and visiting with 

my friends. I am a very responsible and thoughtful person, so I am often 

given special jobs by staff at Casa Angelica - like teaching new staff the 

ropes or keeping an eye on some of my younger Casa siblings. 

My name is Andrea, but I go by Andy. I am 24 years old, and I work at ‘Art 

From the Heart.’ I am Casa Angelica’s technology wizard. I love to use my iPad 

to watch videos on YouTube, or some of my favorite classic Disney films. I can 

do this all by myself - I have taught many of the staff members of Casa        

Angelica how to use an iPad. Like most young people nowadays, I get pretty 

grumpy if my wi-fi is slow. When I’m not browsing online, I enjoy visiting with 

my twin sister Ashlea, going out to eat, and using my mobile stander to move 

around Casa Angelica.  

Background in the text is artwork done by Casa’s “Art from the Heart”, creating bookmarks. 
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My name is Catherine, but I prefer to go by Cathy. I am 22 years old. 

I graduated from high school in May 2017, so I’m in my first year of 

being an artist with ‘Art From the Heart.’ I have impressed           

everyone by painting completely independently using my hands.  I 

moved my caregiver’s hand away as if to say ‘I got this!’ When I’m 

not working, I enjoy listening to music, especially country and Elvis. 

I enjoy taking walks outside and swimming. My favorite food is   

definitely ice cream. I have won medals competing in Special    

Olympics Track and Field wheelchair races, so I’m also a very good 

athlete.  

My name is Adahy, but I prefer to be called Lupita. I will be going into the  

7th grade. I’m an independent person. You will be able to tell this about 

me because you will see me moving all around Casa, either pushing the 

wheels on my wheelchair, in my gait trainer, or crawling. One of my     

favorite places to be at Casa is in front of my toy cabinet. It has fabric 

bins full of my favorite things, and I take them all out. I am still learning 

about putting them all back in! I clap my hands when I am happy, such as 

when watching my favorite movies, ‘Cars.’ I also like visiting with my 

family and playing in the pool or sprinkler.  

I am Casa Angelica’s newest family member, Santana. I am in 10th grade. I 

am a young woman with a lot of poise and self-confidence. I can stand up 

tall in my supine stander, or cruise around Casa in my adapted tricycle. I 

use my eyes to answer questions, like raising my eyes up to say yes. My 

family, especially my mom, is very important to me and I enjoy visiting 

with them. I’m also a bit of a foodie. I am an excellent time-keeper and will 

alert all the staff that meal-time is approaching! I am also impressively  

flexible, and can bend and twist like a yoga master.  

My name is Quin, and I graduated from high school in May 2018! I am looking 

forward to hanging out over the summer, and then beginning work at ‘Art 

From the Heart’ in the fall. I’m an avid sports fan (Go Cowboys!) and a fan of 

classic rock, like Led Zeppelin. I also like audio books, especially those with 

some action scenes in them. On the weekends you can usually find me visiting 

with my family here at Casa or down in my native Socorro. I’m an easy-going 

guy, which makes it fun to spend time with me. I’ve taught a lot of my friends 

how to focus on the important things, and not sweat the small stuff.  

Bio’s written by Katherine Hugh, QIDPA 
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Mr. & Mrs. Santos G. Abeyta 

Mr. & Mrs. Allen Archambault 

Mr. & Mrs. William Atkins 

Mr. Leonard Baca 

Mr. & Mrs. Ramon D. Baca 

Mr. & Mrs. Earl H. Baugher, Jr. 

Ms. Elizabeth Bran 

Mr. Robert Butterfield 

Mr. & Mrs. Jerry L. Carroll 

Mr. Frank L. Chavez 

Mr. William Colburn 

Mrs. Alice Csepregi 

Mr. Cornelis den Hollander 

Mr. David E. Devlin 

Ms. Pamela A.M. Fraser-Walters 

Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence A. Fricke, Jr. 

Ms. Joanna M. Gonzales 

Mr. & Mrs. Steven L. Griffith 

Ms. Jennifer Halbleib 

Mr. & Mrs. Dennis F. Herrick 

Mr. Richard Hildebrandt                         

Mr. & Mrs. Manuel Jaramillo 

Ms. Shirley C. Jaramillo 

Mr. & Mrs. Douglas Jenks 

Mr. James D. Kane 

Donations 
Donations listed below were received February 1 —May 31, 2018 

Special thanks to CG Printers for all our printing needs. 

Anonymous Donor 
Mrs. Annette F. Barker 
Casa Angelica Auxiliary 

Casa Angelica Foundation 
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Eck 

Mrs. Mary Koppenhaver 
Los Alamos National Laboratory 

Mr. Mathias J. Sagartz 
Mr. & Mrs. Eugene L. Venturini 

 

Tree of Life 
Casa Angelica has established a Tree of Life honoring generous friends with leaves recognizing contributions of $1,000 or more.  If you wish to 

contribute to the growth of our Tree of Life, please call 505-877-5763 for more information and a brochure. 

Goods & Services 

Mr. & Mrs. Guy Conway 

Fire Safety Industries 

Mr. Jim Gross 

Mr. & Mrs. Jim Loechl 

Top to Bottom Services, LLC 

Knights of Columbus #10560 

Mr. William H. Koehler 

Mr. & Mrs. Steven M. Kymes 

Mr. & Mrs. Floyd W. Lopez, PA 

CMSGT. & Mrs. Robert Lucero 

Mr. Harry T. Lyle 

Mr. & Mrs. Edwin T. Mahr 

Mr. Dewey Mann 
 

Mr. & Mrs. Tim McKenna 

Mr. & Mrs. Paul G. McLaughlin 

Mr. Paul G. Meyer 

Mr. & Mrs. Jeffery P. Micono 

Dr. & Mrs. Michael Milone 

Mr. & Mrs. Matthew Morrell 

Mr. & Mrs. Michael E. Norte 

Our Lady of the Annunciation 

Mr. & Mrs. Dan Perea 

Mr. & Mrs. Ray Pick 

R & R Trim Supply, Inc. 

Ms. Janelle Raborn 

Real Gem Construction, LLC 

Mr. & Mrs. Daryl H. Ross 

Ms. Rita L. Smith 

Mr. & Mrs. Jason Spencer 

St. Edwin Parish 

Mr. Robert R. Stephens 

Mr. & Mrs. Cameron Stevens 

Ms. Katheryn M. Thornberry 

Mr. & Mrs. Jim D. Tierney 

Ms. Justina Vigil 

Mr. & Mrs. Charles I. Wellborn 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert W. Welsh 

Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Williams 
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In Memory of G. P. Reyes 

 Mrs. A. Rosanna Reyes 

In Memory of Gloria Roney 

 Mr. Paul Roney 

In Memory of Catherine Marie Simpson 

 Ms. Marie I. Williams 

In Memory of Paul Weber 

 Ms. Helen Schrader 

In Honor of Levi & Josie Jaramillo 

 Mr. Rex Jaramillo 

In Memory of  Phyllis Luthy 

 Mr. & Mrs. Robert Geis 

In Memory of Donna Meyer                                          

 Mr. Paul G. Meyer 

In Memory of Barbara Moulds 

 Ms. Dolores Garduno 

In Memory of Norman Nesthus 

 Mr. & Mrs. Mark M. Rudolph 

In Memory of Wilfred Otero 

 Ms. Marie I. Williams 

In Memory of Ellen Marie Pettit 

 Ms. Benita Jones 

 Ms. Elaine Miyazato 

 Ms. Marion Woodham 

 Ms. Ann-Marie Nazzaro 

 Mr. & Mrs. Larry Turner 

 Mr. Robert D. Moyer 

 

Mission Statement 
 

Challenged by the vision of St. Magdalene of 

Canossa to serve those “most in need” and 

believing in the value and uniqueness of each 

person, Casa Angelica is committed to empower, 

educate and form young people with pervasive 

needs, accompanying their growth process, calling 

forth their gifts and enabling them to develop fully 

their potentials.  This mission is carried out in a 

family atmosphere that is both collaborative and 

supportive of the residents and their families. 

Honorariums 
Families and friends can be recognized on special occasions such as birthdays, anniversaries and  holidays through an Honorarium.                                                          

Donations listed below were received February 1—May 31, 2018 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER US IN YOUR WILL.  OUR LEGAL NAME IS: 

DAUGHTERS OF CHARITY OF CANOSSA,  

D/B/A CASA ANGELICA 

In Memory of Winnie Aicher 

 Maj. & Mrs. Thomas E. Aicher 

In Memory of Leo Apodaca 

 Ms. Marie I Williams 

In Memory of Georgene Bankroff 

 Mr. & Mrs. James H. Bankroff 

In Memory of Beatrice Carrillo 

 Ms. Marie I. Williams 

In Memory the Dugan/Hurley Family 

 Mr. Philip H. Dugan  

In Memory of Isaac & Bernadette Streeter 

 Mr. & Mrs. Gary Eck 

In Memory of Laura Gilbert 

 Mr. Gregory Titus 

In Memory of William Griffin 

 Mr. & Mrs. Joseph A. Dupuis 

In Memory of Don Koppenhaver 

 Mrs. Mary Koppenhaver 

 Memorials 
If you wish to remember a loved one or send an expression of sympathy, a memorial gift is a beautiful tribute.                                                                                              

Donations listed below were received February 1—May 31, 2018 

In Honor of Celso B. & Lorena C. 

Montano’s Children and Grandchildren 

 Ms. Lorena C. Montano 

 

 

 

 

9” Cake Pans 

13” Sheet cake pans 

Cupcake pans 

Cookie sheets 

Cushioned Kitchen Floor Mats 

Kitchen Dish Towels 

Drying Mats 

Oven Mitts 

Dish Strainer 

Hand Mixer 
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Sr. Anna Maria Serafini, FdCC 

Provincial Leader 

Executive Director 
 

Louise Turner, RN 

Administrator 
 

Jim Magovern 

Business Manager 
 

Dr. Natalie DeBassige 

Medical Director 
 
 

Casa Angelica 

5629 Isleta Blvd SW 

Albuquerque, NM 87105 

(505)877-5763 

“Those who love are never tired, since love  

knows no burden.”  
 

                         - St. Magdalene of Canossa 


